PROLOUGE

ISAIAH, 11: 1-2

AND THERE SHALL COME FORTH A ROD OUT OF THE STEM OF JESSE, AND A
BRANCH SHALL GROW OUT OF HIS ROOTS:

AND THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD SHALL REST UPON HIM, THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM
AND UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND MIGHT, THE SPIRIT OF
KNOWLEDGE AND THE FEAR OF THE LORD.
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THE WORD

JOHN, 1: 1-5,10-12, 14

IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE
WORD WAS GOD.

THE SAME WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD.

ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM; AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANYTHING
MADE THAT WAS MADE.

IN HIM WAS LIFE; AND THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN.

AND THE LIGHT SHINETH IN DARKNESS; AND THE DARKNESS
COMPREHENDED IT NOT.

HE WAS IN THE WORLD, AND THE WORLD WAS MADE BY HIM, AND THE
WORLD KNEW HIM NOT.

HE CAME UNTO HIS OWN, AND HIS OWN RECEIVED HIM NOT.

BUT AS MANY AS RECEIVED HIM, TO THEM GAVE HE POWER TO BECOME THE
SONS OF GOD, EVEN TO THEM THAT BELIEVE ON HIS NAME.

AND THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH, AND DWELT AMONG US, (AND WE BEHELD

HIS GLORY, THE GLORY AS OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER,) FULL
OF GRACE AND TRUTH.
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THE PROMISE

LUKE, 1: 26-35

AND IN THE SIXTH MONTH THE ANGEL GABRIEL WAS SENT FROM GOD UNTO A
CITY OF GALILEE, NAMED NAZARETH.

TO A VIRGIN ESPOUSED TO A MAN WHOSE NAME WAS JOSEPH, OF THE
HOUSE OF DAVID; AND THE VIRGIN’S NAME WAS MARY.

AND THE ANGEL CAME UNTO HER, AND SAID, “HAIL, THOU THAT ART HIGHLY
FAVOURED, THE LORD IS WITH THEE: BLESSED ART THOU AMOUNG WOMEN.”

AND WHEN SHE SAW HIM, SHE WAS TROUBLED AT HIS SAYING, AND CAST IN
HER MIND WHAT MANNER OF SALUTATION THIS SHOULD BE.

AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO HER, “FEAR NOT, MARY: FOR THOU HAST FOUND
FAVOUR WITH GOD.

AND, BEHOLD, THOU SHALT CONCEIVE IN THY WOMB, AND BRING FORTH A
SON, AND SHALT CALL HIS NAME JESUS.

HE SHALL BE GREAT, AND SHALL BE CALLED THE SON OF THE HIGHEST:
AND THE LORD GOD SHALL GIVE UNTO HIM THE THRONE OF HIS FATHER
DAVID:

AND HE SHALL REIGN OVER THE HOUSE OF JACOB FOREVER; AND OF HIS
KINGDOM THERE SHALL BE NO END.”

THEN SAID MARY UNTO THE ANGEL, “HOW SHALL THIS BE, SEEING | KNOW
NOT A MAN?”

AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HER, “THE HOLY GHOST SHALL
COME UPON THEE, AND THE POWER OF THE HIGHEST SHALL OVERSHADOW
THEE: THEREFORE ALSO THAT HOLY THING WHICH SHALL BE BORN OF THEE
SHALL BE CALLED THE SON OF GOD.”
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THE FULFILLMENT

LUKE, 2: 1, 4-14

AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THOSE DAYS, THAT THERE WENT OUT A DECREE
FROM CAESAR AUGUSTUS, THAT ALL THE WORLD SHOULD BE TAXED.

AND JOSEPH ALSO WENT UP FROM GALILEE, OUT OF THE CITY OF NAZARETH,
INTO JUDAEA, UNTO THE CITY OF DAVID, WHICH IS CALLED BETHLEHEM,;
(BECAUSE HE WAS OF THE HOUSE AND LINEAGE OF DAVID:)

TO BE TAXED WITH MARY HIS ESPOUSED WIFE, BEING GREAT WITH CHILD.

AND SO IT WAS, THAT WHILE THEY WERE THERE, THE DAYS WERE
ACCOMPLISHED THAT SHE SHOULD BE DELIVERED.

AND SHE BROUGHT FORTH HER FIRST-BORN SON, AND WRAPPED HIM IN
SWADDLING CLOTHES, AND LAID HIM IN A MANGER; BECAUSE THERE WAS
NO ROOM FOR THEM IN THE INN.

AND THERE WERE IN THE SAME COUNTRY SHEPHERDS ABIDING IN THE FIELD,
KEEPING WATCH OVER THEIR FLOCK BY NIGHT.

AND LO, THE ANGEL OF THE LORD CAME UPON THEM, AND THE GLORY OF
THE LORD SHONE ROUND ABOUT THEM: AND THEY WERE SORE AFRAID.

AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO THEM, “FEAR NOT: FOR, BEHOLD, | BRING YOU
GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.

FOR UNTO YOU IS BORN THIS DAY IN THE CITY OF DAVID A SAVIOR, WHICH IS
CHRIST THE LORD.

AND THIS SHALL BE A SIGN UNTO YOU; YE SHALL FIND THE BABE WRAPPED
IN SWADDLING CLOTHES, LYING IN A MANGER.”

AND SUDDENLY THERE WAS WITH THE ANGEL A MULTITUDE OF THE
HEAVENLY HOST PRAISING GOD, AND SAYING.

“GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL
TOWARD MEN.”
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THE SEAL

MARK, 1: 2-4, 6-11

AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE PROPHETS; BEHOLD, | SEND MY MESSENGER
BEFORE THY FACE, WHICH SHALL PREPARE THY WAY BEFORE THEE.

THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, PREPARE YE THE WAY OF
THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT.

JOHN DID BAPTIZE IN THE WILDERNESS, AND PREACH THE BAPTISM OF
REPENTANCE FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS.

AND JOHN WAS CLOTHED WITH CAMEL'’S HAIR, AND WITH A GIRDLE OF A
SKIN ABOUT HIS LOINS; AND HE DID EAT LOCUSTS AND WILD HONEY.

AND PREACHED, SAYING, “THERE COMETH ONE MIGHTIER THAN | AFTER ME,
THE LATCHET OF WHOSE SHOES | AM NOT WORTHY TO STOOP DOWN AND
UNLOOSE.

| INDEED HAVE BAPTIZED YOU WITH WATER: BUT HE SHALL BAPTIZE YOU
WITH THE HOLY GHOST.”

AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THOSE DAYS, THAT JESUS CAME FROM NAZARETH
OF GALILEE, AND WAS BAPTIZED OF JOHN IN JORDAN.

AND STRAIGHTWAY COMING UP OUT OF THE WATER, HE SAW THE HEAVENS
OPENED, AND THE SPIRIT LIKE A DOVE DESCENDING UPON HIM:

AND THERE CAME A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING, “THOU ART MY BELOVED
SON, IN WHOM | AM WELL PLEASED.”
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THE CONCLUSION

ISAIAH, 53:5

BUT HE WAS WOUNDED FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONS, HE WAS BRUISED FOR
OUR INIQUITIES: THE CHASTTISEMENT OF OUR PEACE WAS UPON HIM; AND
WITH HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED.
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